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of receipts and expenditures for the
personal estate of the deceased; i.e.,
debit all moneys and effects which ac-
tually come into his possession, and
credit all payments made on account of
the estate. At such time as the con-
sular officer is ready to deliver the es-
tate, he should prepare his final state-
ment of account, entering thereon the
balance delivered to the legal rep-
resentative or person designated by
him (with name and address stipulated)
or the balance forwarded to the Depart-
ment for transmission to the General
Accounting Office.

§ 72.51 Preparation and disposition of
final statement of account.

The final statement of account
should be prepared in quadruplicate.
All copies should be signed by the ac-
countable officer and the consular im-
pression seal impressed on each copy,
and should be disposed of in the follow-
ing manner:

(a) The original should be sent to the
legal representative with the final bal-
ance due the estate;

(b) One copy retained in the office
files; and

(c) Two copies, under cover of a des-
patch, submitted to the Department
(one copy for transmission to the Gen-
eral Accounting Office).
In all cases where the residue of the
personal estate is to be transmitted to
the General Accounting Office for safe-
keeping and disposition (see §§ 72.46 to
72.48), the original should be sent to
the Department, together with the two
copies normally submitted, accom-
panied by a despatch giving detailed
information concerning the efforts
made by the consular officer to deliver
the personal effects to a legal rep-
resentative or other authorized person.
Any information concerning the last
known address of the decedent in the
United States should also be supplied.

§ 72.52 Fee services.
The fee prescribed by Item No. 46 of

the Tariff of the United States Foreign
Service Fees constitutes the first
charge against the personal estate and
should be assessed on the gross value of
the estate in the consular officer’s pos-
session (§ 72.38). The consular officer
should collect a fee of $2.00 for each

$100 of the total value, or fraction
thereof, for taking into possession as
provisional conservator, inventorying,
selling and finally disposing of the per-
sonal estate of a deceased citizen in the
manner prescribed by the regulations
in this part. The personal estate should
not be released until the fee has been
collected.

§ 72.53 No-fee services.

Fees are not chargeable:
(a) For placing the official seal upon

real or personal property or on the ef-
fects of the decedent, or for breaking or
removing such seals (§ 72.29);

(b) On funds furnished by relatives or
other interested persons to cover ex-
penses incident to the death and dis-
position of the remains, or for the set-
tlement of the estate (§ 72.39(b));

(c) On securities and other instru-
ments not negotiated (or not nego-
tiable) by the consular officer
(§ 72.28(g)), or on bank deposits;

(d) For releasing on the spot against
memorandum receipt and without oc-
casion either for safekeeping on official
accountability or for consular inven-
tory and appraisal, to the legal rep-
resentative or other authorized person
in the country, of personal property
taken into nominal possession for the
explicit purposes of transfer of custody
(§ 72.29(a)).

§ 72.54 Estates of Government person-
nel exempt from fee assessments.

The personal estates of all officers
and employees of the United States
who die abroad while on official duty,
including military and civilian person-
nel of the Department of Defense and
United States Coast Guard (see §§ 72.23
and 72.24) are exempt from the assess-
ment of any Foreign Service fees.

§ 72.55 Estates of citizens dying on the
high seas exempt from fee assess-
ments.

The personal estates of all United
States citizens who have died on the
high seas are exempt from the assess-
ment of any Foreign Service fees (see
§ 72.25).
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